
MINUTES 
16th Meeting of the Downtown Planning Advisory Committee (DPAC) 

June 20, 2018     7:00 pm 
Fire Station #3 (Huntertown Road) 

 
“Building a cohesive, vibrant downtown destination that embraces locals and visitors with memorable work, 

stay, live and play experiences.” 
 
In attendance:  Laura Dake, Chair; Maria Bohanan; Kyle Fannin; Mike Hall; Lisa Johnson; Tim Middleton; Cathy 
Noel, Susie Stivers and Christa Stoudt 
Excused:  Brad Fister; David Ladnier; Debbie Sexton and Brian Tremain.   
Guests:  David Arnold, Bill Fredrick, Glenn Graetz, and Don Vizi 
 
I.  Welcome and Approval of Minutes from May    
May minutes were not approved because Laura Dake had the wrong minutes.  They will be approved at the 
next meeting.   
  
II. Downtown Happenings   
Friday, 6/23, Block Party.  In case of rain, the band will be in the pavilion at Addie’s but there will be no food 
trucks. 
July 4th:  Parade 11:00, fireworks at 10:00 p.m. 
Late Summer/Early Fall-  Spark opening 
 
III. Moving Forward  
Laura attended an event hosted by Downtown Lex Partnership (DLP) and Downtown Lex Mgt District (DLMD) 
at “Main on Main” (15th floor of Chase building) just before the DPAC meeting. Hired company called “Field 
Trip” to assist with Downtown Branding.  “To better compete we need to celebrate our strengths, turn our 
weaknesses into opportunities…”  Aspirational but achievable.  They will launch this branding project with 
focus groups, involving EDA, Tourism, Merchants. 
 
DPAC moving forward:   
07/13-07/15:  On the Table “Reveal”. DPAC will try to be intentional about a few of our members attending 
each of the On the Table meetings.   Will take into consideration the Woodford Community Fund, KLC 
Strategic Plan, First Impressions results, Wellness Survey from Health Dept.  Christa Stoudt also mentioned 
that UK is developing an Urban Planning program. 
 
Kyle and Susie noted that many similar themes are rising to the top from all the OTT sessions in March. 
Woodford County Community Foundation will be offering 1 large and 4 small mini-grants (totaling $20,000) 
specifically designed to move the big ideas forward.  Great start! 
 
List of deliverables.  Could each subcommittee prepare one deliverable?  
We have “5 Lanes”: Big Spring Park, DBIZ, Lex Road, Sign and Street Art, Walkability 
Each subcommittee could come up with or partner with other agencies to apply for appropriate action-
oriented grants. 
 
What can DPAC do as an event?  Lisa Johnson asked if we can tie into existing events instead of creating a 
new one.  Subcommittees could be present.  No firm date or theme decided upon.  We will discuss at July 
meeting.   
 



 
Communication/Calendar- The city’s site will link to it.  City and Tourism working on the new website with 
Elisha Holt.  They are not quite ready to reveal the site, but it is coming soon.  
 
IV. Walkability Sub Committee: Laura, Brad Fister and Mike Hall 
Met with David Kratt from QK4.  David has agreed to be on the subcommittee. 
Christa mentioned a new idea to slow traffic called “lane-dieting,” (narrowing travel lanes where appropriate 
using bump-outs, etc.    
  

V. Subcommittee Updates (More than 50 volunteers have participated on the committees since Feb 
2017) 
 
 A.  Big Spring Park:   Co-chairs Laura Dake and Christa Stoudt 
*Monarch Waystation in the back of BSP.  
*Yoga in the Park, 8:30-9:30 a.m.  Every Saturday.   
*The goal is to “program the park”, to have things to do there.  
*Other ideas:  Movies in the Park  (blow up screen) 
Food trucks, including shaved ice.    
Face painting 
 
*Getting ready to sell t-shirts (looking for sponsors) 
 
*Glenn Graetz had an idea to make one part of the park really pristine (first spot will be the area behind the 
library). 
   
 B.  Business Development/Project Financing:  Co-chairs Kyle Fannin and Lisa Johnson 
*Discussed structure of Bardstown at the working group meeting a few weeks ago. Key:  There is great  
communication. 
*Possible networking opportunity for small businesses. 
 
 C.  Lexington Road Improvements:  Co-chairs Cathy Noel, Susie Stivers and Mike Hall 
*Letter was written to BOA.  The letter was a small beginning to a bigger picture regarding developing a plan 
for beautification along the whole corridor.  Improve the look all the way down. 
*Rain Gardens are in and are being watered.  
*Mural on low wall between Wok N Go and UTC – will get started soon. 
*City is funding $7500 on Trey Schott’s building for a large mural of American Pharoah and bourbon stills.  The 
total cost of the mural is $27,000 with Ashford/Coolmore and Woodford Reserve equally contributing the rest.   
   
 D.  Signage/Street Art:  Co-chairs Brad Fister and Brian Tremain 
*Street Art:  Working on finding buildings who would be willing to allow art.  Art will be printed on vinyl 
wallpaper and hung in “frames.” 
*Signage committee “working on it.” 
Budget:  Mayor of Versailles has offered to put in a $25,000 line-item in budget to really do signs right.   
Concept:  4 main entrances (US 60 from Frankfort, Off BG on US 33, US 60 from Lexington and Tyrone).   
Parking lots defined by name of famous horses: American Pharoah, etc. 
 
VI. Meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, Lisa Johnson 
 
 


